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Sign up for our quarterly newsletter at

ruralprosperityne.unl.edu

How has RPN helped your community?
How can RPN help your community?

Contact our Communciations Team
ruralprosperityne@unl.edu

At the Rural 
Prosperity 
Nebraska 
retreat, Exte-
nion eductors 
and directors 
identified 
172 different 
communities 
throughout the 
state where 
the have lived, 
worked, and 
served.

Featured
Photograph

Leadership
Leading Locally is a com-
munity-driven program 
that works with Nebras-
ka residents to create 
an outline that matches 
their goals on leadership 
development.

Mentoring
Professor Daniela Man-
hani Mattos mentors 
and advises students on 
their thesis work, which 
focuses on community 
improvement, develop-
ment, and outreach.

It takes a village to raise
 a child, and it takes a community 

to raise a grocery store.

“

According to the USDA, a “food desert” is any rural commu-
nity more than 10 miles from its nearest food retailer. In ear-
ly 2020, Lynch became a food desert when its only grocery 
store closed. In a community where the closest stoplight is 
45 miles away, locals didn’t want grocery shopping to be-
come a road trip. So they decided to make some changes.

Valley Foods Co-op 
Lynch, Neb.

“Live Better in Nebraska”

ECAP
Through a se-
ries of surveys, 
town meetings, 
and the creation 
and execution of 
locally-designed 
projects, the 
Entrepreneurial 
Communities 
Activation Pro-
cess program 
helps rural Ne-
braska commu-
nities revitalize 
their towns 
through entre-
preneurship and 
business devel-
opment.

Featured
Program

Apr 27-28
Connecting Entrepreneurial 
Communities Conference, 
Columbus

May 24-25
Rural Fellowship program 
begins across Nebraska

May 10-12
AMPLIFY Engagement Confer-
ence, Lincoln

May 4
Home healthcare co-op webinar 
series begins.

Upcoming
Events

Visit NCDCfor more 
information about 
co-op programs.

Years NCDC has 
been operating 

Thousand Ne-
braskans served

Grocery co-ops 
opened

Co-ops opening 
in 2022

23

13

9

3

In addition to gro-
cery stores, the Ne-
braska Cooperative 
Development Center 
helps communities 
create co-ops in 
multiple fields, from 
healthcare to invest-
ment to co-ops in 
the Omah tribe. The 
grocery numbers are:

By the
Numbers

2nd Quarter 2022

Jun 23
NACO Institute of Excellence 
begins, nacone.org
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